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Shivakumar will take oath
as Karnataka CM on June 3

Governor invites current deputy Chief Minister to take oath after he was unanimously elected

leader of the CLP; speculation remains over Cabinet and whether there will be new deputy CMs

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

arnataka Pradesh
KCongress Commit-
tee president D.K.

Shivakumar will take cath
as the Chief Minister at the
Lok Bhavan on Wednes-
day after being unani
mously elected the leader
of the Congress Legislature
Party (CLP) on Saturday.

Governor Thaawar-
chand Gehlot, in a commu-
nigue to Mr. Shivakumar,
has invited him to take the
oath at 4.05 p.m. on Wed-
nesday. It is expected to be
a simple event at the Glass
House on the Governor’s
residential premises. The
event is expected to be at-
tended by the central lea-
dership of the party.

The invitation came af-
ter a delegation of Con-
gress leaders, including
Mr. Shivakumar and care-
taker Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah, met the Gover-
nor to hand over the CLP
resolution on the election

New role: Kamataka CM-designate DK Shivakumar with supporters
aftes the CLP meeting in Bengaluru on Saturday.  MURLLI KUNAR

of a new leader. The letter
said 135 Congress legisla-
tors, two associate mem-
bers, and one Raitha Sang-
ha member had
unanimously elected Mr.
Shivakumar as the CLP
leader. Earlier in the day,
Mr. Shivakumar had met
the Governor informally to
check his availability for
the dates chosen for swear-
ing in. With Cabinet forma-

tion still under discussion,
speculation continues over
whether a full Cabinet will
be sworn in and whether
there will be deputy Chief
Ministers.

“The Congress high
command proposed the
name of Mr. Shivakumar
for the post of CLP, and he
was unanimously elected.
The power transition took
place under the guidance

of Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, Leader of
Oppaosition in the Lok Sab-
ha, Rahul Gandhi, and
leader Sonia Gandhi,” Con-
gress general secretary (or-
ganisation) K.C. Venugopal
told presspersons. “With
the support of Mr. Siddara-
maiah and under the lea-
dership of Mr. Shivakumar,
the Congress will return to
power in 2028, he said.

Addressing speculations
surrounding the power
transition, Mr. Venugopal
said, "Several people had
predicted that the Con-
gress would be in trouble
during the power transi-
tion. Everyone speculated
about the move of Mr. Sid-
daramaiah. However, by
his decision, he has shown
that he only has the Con-
gress party in his heart. It
proves that Congress is one
family.”
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NFHS-6 records rise in obesity

and

C-section births in southern States

Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu record high rates of overweight and obese adults, alongside a rising prevalence
of diabetes; the latest survey also notes a high rate of Caesarean births, accounting for 27.2% of deliveries nationwide

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELH1

he latest National
T Family Health Sur-

vey (NFHS-6) has
highlighted the rapid rise
in obesity and diabetes
across India. Obesity in
women (1549 years) has
gone up from 24% in the
NFHS-5 to 30.7% in the lat-
est NFHS-6, and similarly
obesity in men of the same
age group from 22.9% to
27.3%.

Diabetes among per-
sons taking medicines to
control insulin resistance
has risen from 13.5% to
17.8% in women, and 15.6%
to 20.9% in men.

Obesity prevalence

The survey has indicated
that  obesity/overweight
prevalence has increased
by about 6.7% among wo-
men and 4.4% among men
in just five years.

This is particularly so in
the southern States of And-
hra Pradesh, Kerala, and
Tamil Nadu, which have
emerged as a hotspot for

Sizing up national health

The chart shows rising obesity in men and women {aged 15 to

49) between 2021 and 2024 (in %)

10 202021 EE2023-24

SOURLE: NINET Y OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 'WELF ANE

273
m ' .
15

Men whao are overweight
or obese

overweight and obese
adults, alongside rising dia-
betes prevalence.

The survey also records
an exceptionally high rate
of Caesarean (C)-section
births, with Telangana at
62.2%, Andhra Pradesh at
52.2%, and Tamil Nadu at

Rise in C-section births
The national share of
births by C-section stood at

Women who are averweight
of obese

27.2%, up from 21.5% re-
corded in the previous sur-
vey. Private hospitals regis-
tered 54.1% Caesarean
births whereas public hos-
pitals registered 16.9%.
Urban areas reported
particularly high rates of C-
section deliveries, with
around 40.5% of births by
C-section when compared
with the 22.8% births by C-
section in rural areas.
C-sections, obesity, and

diabetes are a two-way
street, experts say.

Maternal obesity and
diabetes increase risk dur-
ing pregnancy, resulting in
a C-section, and being
born via C-section increas-
es a child’s long-term risk
of developing these meta-
bolic conditions.

The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare re-
leased the NFHS-6 earlier
this week. It was conduct-
ed in 2023-24 by the Minis-
try along with the Interna-
tional Institute for
Population Sciences, Mum-
bai as the nodal agency.

6.79 lakh households
Covering nearly 6.79 lakh
households across 715 dis-
tricts, the survey provides
vital evidence on popula-
tion, health, nutrition, and
family welfare indicators,
and supports evidence-
based planning and pro-
gramme implementation
up to the district-level.
Obesity and diabetes
are among the most impor-
tant global public health
challenges because they

substantially increase the
risk of illness, disability,
and premature death, ac-

cording to the World
Health Organization
(WHO).

The global health body
defines overweight and
obesity as abnormal or ex-
cessive fat accumulation
that may impair health.

Risk of Type 2 diabetes
The WHO emphasises that
excess body weight is one
of the strongest risk factors
for developing Type 2 dia-
betes

“When people accumu-
late excess body fat - espe-
cially around the abdomen
— the body’s cells can be-
come resistant to insulin.
This condition, called insu-
lin resistance, makes it har-
der to regulate blood sugar
and can eventually lead to
Type 2 diabetes,” the WHO
has said.

The condition results in
reduced life expectancy,
more years lived with dis-
ability, higher risk of mult-
ple chronic diseases, and

increased healthcare costs.



Why is CBSE’s evaluation system facing flak?

What is the On-Screen Marking system and why is it under scrutiny? What is its history? Has it
been successful elsewhere? Why did CBSE introduce it and how did it pan out? How has the

Board responded to the crisis?

G. Sampath

The story so far:
ollowing the release of the Class 12
Board exam results, the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE) has
been under fire for discrepancies in the
evaluation of answer scripts and malfunctioning
of the re-evaluation process. The newly
introduced On-Screen Marking (OSM) system is
under scrutiny, given the widespread sense
among students that the marks they received did
not match their expectations. The CBSE's pass
percentage has dipped to 85.29% this year from

88.39% last year, with the number of students
scoring above 90% also dropping.
Due to the sheer volume of ts for

answer book copies, the post-results verification
portal crashed. As for students who did manage
to obtain scanned copies of their answer books,
they got a shock when they discovered blurred
or missing pages, and unmarked answers. Many
even received answer books of other students.
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Education, Women, Children, Youth, and Sports
has summoned senior officials from the Union
Education Ministry and CBSE Chairman Rahul
Singh for a meeting on June 2 to review the use
of OSM and the problems faced by the students.

What is On-Screen Marking?

It is a form of digital evaluation of exam answer
sheets. Hand -written answer books are digitally
scanned, anonymised, and uploaded online.
Instead of checking paper copies with a pen,
teachers log into a dedicated platform to access
the scanned answer books and correct papers
on a computer screen, under video surveillance.

What is the history of OSM in India?
The CBSE tried out OSM on a smaller scale in
2013-44. Due to inadequate digital infrastructure

D \

NSUI activists raise slogans during a protest, alleging irregularities in the

Amid the
hallooning
crisis, the
CBSE
extended the
deadline for
requesting
scanned
copiles. and
also kept
revising the
fees for these
services

CBSE's On-Screen Marking evaluation system, in New Delhi. p1y

and limited digital literacy, the experiment was
not a big success. Then it proposed testing the
(OSM in 2024-25 on “small-volume subjects”
where there would be fewer candidates. The
idea was to sort out glitches before scaling up. In
June 2025, members of the CBSE's governing
body suggested that OSM "may be implemented
in all subjects only after completion of pilot
projects in some subjects across various regional
offices of the board." But the CBSE ignored the
advice of its own governing body. Without
adequate pilot testing, it went in for full-scale
adoption of OSM across all subjects in 2026.

Were teachers able to familiarise themselves
with OSM before it was rolled out?

The first Class 12 Board exam was on February
17, but teachers were informed of OSM
implementation barely 10 days earlier. This was
a time when teachers were busy with exams in
schools, and many had duties as Booth Level
Officers as well. Many did not get enough time to
familiarise themselves with the user interface of
the portal, and learn how to scroll, how to mark,
and how to go back and recheck if they had
missed something. As a result, many did not
have enough practice by the time they came to
the evaluation centres for the OSM.

What was the CBSE's rationale for switching
from physical marking to OSM?

In a circular dated February 9, the CBSE listed
several benefits of moving to OSM. These
included elimination of totalling errors, reduced
manual intervention, faster evaluation,
elimination of the need for post-result
verification of marks, and reduced man|
requirements for verification. But these benefits
did not materialise. Class 12 exams were given by
17 lakh students. This meant that 98 lakh answer
books, or 40 crore pages, had to be manually
scanned in record time. These also had to be
checked for legibility before being made
available for evaluation. The benefit of reduced
manual intervention did not appear to have
materialised. Nor is there evidence that OSM
reduced totalling errors or accelerated
evaluation. Contrary to CBSE’s claims, requests
for “post-result verification” have shot up
compared to previous years.

Has 0OSM been used successfully elsewhere?
If yes, why did CBSE struggle?

Yes, it has been used successfully by exam
boards such as Cambridge (UK.) and
International Baccalaureate (IB) and in countries
such as Singapore and Australia. But these have
far fewer exam centres and students, and more
centralised scanning infrastructure, than CBSE.
OSM has been known to work well in an
ecosystem of well-resourced, digitally ready
private schools, such as those under Cambridge
and [B. In contrast, CBSE's 33,000 afhliated

schools include government, rural, and
semi-urban schools with uneven digital
infrastructure and teacher training.

What is the controversy with the firm
contracted to deliver OSM for CBSE?
Opposition leader Rahul Gandhi has alleged
corruption in CBSE's selection of COEMPT
Eduteck as the 0SM vendor and demanded a
judicial inquiry. In a video statement, he said,
“The company that did the OSM for your exams
was actually called Globarena. And Globarena
has carried out this scam twice in Telengana...
[in 2019 and 2023]." He claimed that though this
company’s track record was known, for “some
hidden" reason, the CBSE chase it for the
assignment. The CBSE has claimed that
COEMPT was chosen “in accordance with the

procurement policy” of the government.

What was Sarthak Sidhant’s viral blog on
CBSE about?

A Class 12 student, Sarthak Sidhant, published
an investigative blog post which appeared to
show that COEMPT Eduteck was the beneficiary
of a rigged tendering process. After poring over
CBSE’s tenders and multiple Request for
Proposals, he daimed to have found that the
“CBSE did not just pick a bad software vendor
by accident. They lowered financial baselines.
They dropped software security certifications.
They cut the corrupt practices cooling-off period
in half. They removed the physical server
isolation requirement. They erased the word
‘blacklisting’ from their penalty matrix via a
last-minute corrigendum, before bidding, and
they bypassed their own mandatory CERT-In
production audits. They gambled with our data
security, our marks, and our mental health.”

What were the problems with the
re-evaluation portal?

CBSE’s portal for obtaining copies of answer
sheets went live on May 19. As more than 4 lakh
students requested scanned copies of answer
sheets, the portal crashed, forcing CBSE to put
the site under maintenance.

How did the CBSE respond?

Amid the ballooning crisis, the CBSE extended
the deadline for requesting scanned copies, and
also kept revising the fees for these services,
leading to confusion among parents and
students. Following a public uproar, it began
responding individually on social media to
affected students. It roped in experts from the
Indian Institutes of Technology, Madras and
Kanpur to resolve the technical challenges, and
has announced that the designated portal for
wverification and re-evaluation will now go live
from June 1 to “ensure a transparent and
glitch-free process ™ Meanwhile, it has also
launched a public relations campaign by
circulating a social media messaging kit to
school principals, directing them to post reels
defending OSM and CBSE. These included a
statement describing CBSE as "highly proactive,
empathetic, and communicative regarding these
teething issues.”



Why is India pushing for coal gasification?

What is coal gasification and how does it have the potential to substitute imports? What technical
challenges does high-ash Indian coal pose for gasification? Where does India stand with respect to

coal gasification and related technology?

Saptaparno Ghosh

The story so far:
n & roadshow promoting surface coal
gasification, Union Coal and Mines
Minister G. Kishan Reddy said the
technology, which can also yield a range
of downstream products, has the potential to
substitute imports worth up to ¥3 lakh crore. To
encourage coal gasification, the Union Cabinet
approved a ¥37,500-crore incentive package.

What is coal gasification?

Coal gasification entails the conversion of coal
into synthetic gas, or syngas, which can be
further used to produce downstream products
such as urea, methanol, ammonium nitrate,
synthetic natural gas (SNG), hydrogen, ether,
and dimethyl, among others.

According to government data, India
possesses approximately 401 billion tonnes of
coal and about 47 billion tonnes of lignite. The
rationale behind coal gasification is greater
utilisation of these resources besides putting in
place a sustainable mining method to produce
the downstream products. This, the government
believes, will reduce import dependence.

The high-ash
content of
Indian coal
also
differentiates
the
gasifhication
technology
that could be
emploved in
India from
that in other
countries

such as China,

Australia, or
the US.

File photo shows coal being loaded onto trucks in Piparwar, about 70 km fram
Ranchi in Jharkhand. Pm

According to the Union Coal Ministry, India
imports one-fifth of its urea requirement, almost
its entire ammonia requirement, and
approximately 80-90% of its methanol
requirement.

The Ministry has set itself a target of gasifying
100 million tonnes of coal by 2030, With the
recently announced scheme in place, the
government aims to support the gasification of
about 75 million tonnes of coal and/or lignite to
reach its 2030 target.

Where does India stand with coal
gasification at present?

Before the ¥37,500-crore package was
announced this year, the government had
approved an 8,500 crore package in January
2024. Of this, 16,233 crore has been disbursed to
eight projects owned by private sector and
publicsector undertakings. These include
projects being executed through separate joint
ventures of Coal India with Bharat Heavy
Electricals and Gas Authority of India Ltd, and
as well as Coal India's own project in Western
Coalfields. Private-sector participants include
companies such as Jindal Steel and Greta Energy
and Metal.

The Talcher Coal-based Ammonia-urea
complex is expected to be commissioned in
FY202728. The others that incdlude conversion
of coal to syngas, ammonium nitrate, direct
reduced iron, ethanol, and hydrogen are
expected to be commissioned in FY2029-20, In
April this year, in response to a query from The
Hindu, the Ministry had stated that “in the
coming months, more projects are expected to
be sanctioned™.

Where does India stand with respect to the
technology for coal gasification?

Large-scale commercial deployment of
gasification in India hinges on navigating issues
such as the high ash content of coal, variability
in its gross calorific value, and the presence of
complex mineral matter, all of which can

impede the gasification process. This is why
fluidised-bed gasification is considered
particularly suitable for Indian coal. The
technology utilises a gas stream that lifts the coal
out of ash, thereafter gasifying it with heat.

The high-ash content of Indian coal also
differentiates the gasification technology that
could be employed in India from that in other
countries such as China, which is the world
leader in gasification, Australia, or the US.

Another aspect relates to the adequate
presence of indigenous technology. By their very
nature, coal gasification projects are highly
capital-intensive and involve long gestation
periods. According to independent research by
the Chintan Research Foundation (published
March 2026), “Recent techno-economic
assessments of circulating fluidised bed gasifiers
in the Indian context indicate that capital costs
constitute the largest share of syngas production
costs, accounting for nearly 30% of the total
production costs.” Thus, financial viability
becomes particularly imperative. It is for this
reason that the latest package, which provides
financial incentives amounting to one-hith of
plant and machinery costs, is essential.

For perspective, state-owned Bharat Heavy
Electricals Ltd has developed their pressured
fluidised bed gasifier technology tailored
specifically to handle the high ash content and
variability of Indian coal. Additionally, according
to Niti Aayog, its 16 facilities are capable of
producing all the critical components required
for gasification. In the private sector, Jindal Steel
Ltd and Greta Energy and Metal have been able
to indigenise about 80-90% of their production.
Naveen Ahlawat, Head of Sustainability and
Decarbonisation at findal Steel, said: “It
(indigenising technology) will save costs; your
project cost will come down by 30-40%."

At its maturing stages, coal gasification may
still require technological imports. It for this
reason that industry has also sought the
government'’s consideration of exemptions from
provisions of the Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade for acquiring
necessary technologies, especially from China.
Officials said that the Ministry would support
participants in securing clearances for
technology imports, though the regulatory
requirement will continue.



